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The European Erasmus Plus project - Back to the Land, tomorrow and
Thursday, stops in the Rubicone hills. Organized by the Italian partners
"Territori" and "ltalianita," an international ecosystem founded by Andrea
Succi from Romagna and Aura Mundi, Katia Mastroeni's tour operator
specializing in rural tourism, and in collaboration with the Rubiconi Food and
Wine Area, agricultural producers, rural tourism entrepreneurs, and local
administrators, the project will engage with partners from Greece, lItaly,
France, Cyprus, and Croatia on practical methodologies and actions to
address the challenges posed by rural abandonment.

Tomorrow, the European partners will visit Borghi to hear the perspectives of
local administrators, continuing at the Il Satiro winery for a cheesemaking
experience, and then moving on to Villaventi in Roncofreddo to explore
winemaking techniques and the "Tempi di recupero" project to combat food
waste. The program in Romagna will conclude with a training exchange
meeting to be held at the La Clorofilla farm in Mercato Saraceno, in
collaboration with the Municipality of Mercato Saraceno and the Unione Valle
Savio.
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The project aims to strengthen the skills of local stakeholders, associations,
local administrators, and farmers to welcome and support promoters of
back-to-the-land projects. It will also highlight the opportunities available
to young farmers and families who have increasingly decided to return to
living in contact with nature. A training methodology will also be developed
with specific modules to be tested in the five countries. Back to the Land
will conclude in 2027 with a major European meeting to be held in Lyon.

Rural areas in the European Union cover 44.6% of the continental territory.
In Italy, inland areas represent 58.8% with 20.8% of the population, while in
Italy the population is 22.5%. According to the European Rural Pact, rural
areas are crucial today because they produce our food, safeguard our
natural and cultural heritage, and play a key role in the green and digital
transition. However, the right tools are needed to ensure these rural
communities can fully exploit future opportunities and address the
challenges of depopulation.

For further information: Andrea Succi, WhatsApp: 348.2451770, email:
a.succi@territorieitalianita.it
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Ten representatives from lItaly, Greece, France, Cyprus, and Croatia
visited the municipality of Borghi, welcomed by Mayor Silverio Zabberoni
and Councilor Genny Bagagli.

The visit is part of the European Erasmus Plus-Back to the Land project,
organized by the Italian partners Territori and Italianita, an international
ecosystem founded by Andrea Succi from Romagna and Aura Mundi,
Katia Mastroeni's tour operator specializing in rural tourism, and in
collaboration with the | Rubiconi Food and Wine Area, agricultural
producers, rural tourism entrepreneurs, and local administrators.

The meeting took place in the historic center of Borghi, exploring the
area's historic sights, products, and activities, and discussing practical
methodologies and actions to address the challenges posed by rural
abandonment.

Silverio Zabberoni, mayor of Borghi, said: "Since the beginning of our
mandate, one of our goals has been to enhance the local area and its
agricultural businesses to address a series of issues, thus halting
depopulation and, at the same time, in the absence of generational
change, promoting new family and business settlements and enhancing
existing agricultural businesses in our area.

We need to keep traditions and the local area alive. This is a process that
must be undertaken in collaboration with neighboring municipalities. We
continue to work, aware that there are many challenges, but we want to
break down the parochialism and political ideologies that are too often
present."
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Representatives from the five towns then traveled to Villaventi in
Roncofreddo, exploring winemaking techniques and the 'Tempi di recupero’
project to combat food waste.

The program in Romagna concludes today with a training exchange meeting
to be held at the La Clorofilla farm in Mercato Saraceno, in collaboration with
the Municipality of Mercato Saraceno and the Unione Valle Savio.
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Rilancio delle aree interne, Il Savio fa scuola in Europa

Revitalizing Inland Areas: The Savio River Leads the Way in Europe

The European Erasmus Plus project, Back to Land, is stopping in Mercato
Saraceno, at "La Clorofilla," involving agricultural producers, rural tourism
operators, and administrators from the Savio Valley, along with partners from
Greece, France, Cyprus, and Croatia.

The project's goal is to combat the depopulation of rural areas by
strengthening the skills of associations, local administrators, and farmers, and
by supporting the welcoming of young people and families who choose to
return to live and work in contact with nature.

Five learning expeditions are planned in partner countries to share
experiences, critical issues, and best practices for revitalizing inland areas.
Common training modules will also be developed and piloted in each
participating territory.

For Mercato Mayor Monica Rossi, "Hosting this stage of the 'Back to Land'
project is a source of great pride for Mercato Saraceno and the entire Savio
Valley. The phenomenon of depopulation in inland areas also affects our
communities closely, but we are convinced that the key to revitalization lies
precisely in enhancing our agricultural heritage and promoting sustainable
rural tourism.
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This European dialogue allows us to exchange best practices and provide
concrete tools to young people and families who choose to invest in our land,
transforming critical issues into real opportunities for green and digital
development."

The project will conclude in 2027 in Lyon with a European meeting during
which a final publication will be presented and the creation of a European
network dedicated to 'Back to the Land' will be announced.
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Mercato Saraceno: European countries united for rural areas: discussion of
critical issues and opportunities.

The European project on rural tourism, the latest Italian outing, took place in
the Savio Valley. The "Erasmus Plus - Back to the Land" project stopped in
Romagna, meeting with businesspeople, agricultural producers, and cultural
associations spread across the Marecchia, Rubicone, and Savio Valleys.

This was the fourth of five "learning expeditions" in Italy, following France,
Cyprus, and Greece.

The expedition was organized by the Italian partners, "Territori e italianita," an
international ecosystem founded by Andrea Succi from Romagna, and Aura
Mundi, Katia Mastroeni's tour operator specializing in rural tourism, in
collaboration with the | Rubiconi Food and Wine Area, coordinated by Sergio
Diotti.

The aim is to learn about inspiring projects and discuss with local
stakeholders the critical issues, opportunities, and common levers adopted
by each country.
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A training methodology will also be developed with specific modules to be
tested in the five countries.
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Rural areas in the European Union cover 44.6% of the continental territory (in
Italy, inland areas represent 58.8%) and comprise 20.8% of the population (in
Italy, the population is 22.5%).

According to the European Rural Pact, rural areas are crucial today, producing
our food, safeguarding our natural and cultural heritage, and playing a key
role in the green and digital transitions.

However, the right tools are needed to allow these rural communities to fully
exploit future opportunities and address the challenges of depopulation. The
"Back to Land" project will conclude in 2027, with a major European meeting in
Lyon, where a publication on the work undertaken will be presented and the
creation of a European network of local authorities, operators, and
stakeholders interested in back-to-the-land movements and the vitality of
rural areas will be announced.

The Italian expedition concluded in Mercato Saraceno at the La Clorofilla
farm, where partners from Greece, Italy, France, Cyprus, and Croatia visited
the farm, accompanied by Matteo Pagliarani, also Vice President of the
European Council of Young Farmers.

"The discussion on practices and methods for addressing the critical issues
arising from the abandonment of rural areas," said Ignazio Palazzi, Deputy
Mayor of Mercato Saraceno, "provides both interesting insights and confirms
the work we, as an Administration, have been carrying out for some time. The
project aims to strengthen the skKills of local stakeholders (associations, local
administrators, farmers) to welcome and support the promoters of return-to-
the-land projects, while also highlighting the opportunities available for young
farmers and families who, increasingly, have decided to return to living in
contact with nature."

For further information: WhatsApp 348.2451770, email
a.succi@territorieitalianita.it.
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The 'Back to the Land' delegation stopped in Romagna

The European Erasmus project "Back to the Land" stopped in Romagna,
involving economic operators, agricultural producers, and cultural
associations from the Marecchia, Rubicone, and Savio Valleys.

The delegation's visit—accompanied by Matteo Pagliarani, who is also Vice
President of the European Council of Young Farmers—concluded in Mercato
Saraceno at the "La Clorofilla" farm, where partners from Greece, France,
Cyprus, Croatia, and Italy met with local organizations committed to rural
development to promote and support "back to the land" initiatives and the
choice to live and work in rural areas.

For Mercato's Deputy Mayor, Ignazio Palazzi, "...the discussion on practices
and methods for addressing the critical issues arising from the
abandonment of rural areas provides an important opportunity to evaluate
and enhance the strategies already implemented at the local level."

The organization was handled by Territori e Italianita, an international
ecosystem founded by Andrea Succi and Aura Mundi, Katia Mastroeni's tour
operator specializing in rural tourism, in collaboration with the | Rubiconi
Food and Wine Area, coordinated by Sergio Diotti.

The project will conclude in 2027 in Lyon with a European meeting during
which the results of the work undertaken will be presented and a European
network will be launched.
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The European partners of the Erasmus+ project “Back to the Land” stopped
in Romagna, meeting agricultural entrepreneurs, tourism operators, and
cultural associations across the Valmarecchia, Rubicone Valley, and Savio
Valley, as part of the European Erasmus+ project “Back to the Land”
dedicated to rural tourism.

Stop in Borghi, Roncofreddo, and Mercato Saraceno.

In recent days, ten representatives from Italy, Greece, France, Cyprus, and
Croatia—European partners of the Erasmus+ “Back to the Land” project—-met
with the local authorities of the Municipality of Borghi, as well as agricultural
entrepreneurs, tourism operators, and cultural associations spread across
the Valmarecchia, Rubicone Valley, and Savio Valley, to learn about
experiences in rural tourism.

The initiative was organized by Andrea Succi and Aura Mundi, a specialized
tour operator managed by Katia Mastroeni, in collaboration with Sergio
Diotti, coordinator of the Rubiconi Food and Wine Area.

Among the stops was a visit to the “Il Satiro” farm for a cheesemaking
experience, Villaventi in Roncofreddo to discover winemaking techniques
and the “Tempi di recupero” project aimed at reducing food waste, and
finally the La Clorofilla farm in Mercato Saraceno. Here, the group was
welcomed by Matteo Pagliarani, who also serves as Vice-President of the
European Council of Young Farmers.
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Back-to-the-land projects

The project aims to strengthen the skills of associations, local administrators, and
farmers in welcoming and supporting promoters of back-to-the-land initiatives,
also highlighting the opportunities available for young farmers and families who
are increasingly choosing to return to living in contact with nature.

This Italian visit was the fourth of five “learning expeditions.” The next will
take place in June in Croatia, where participants will explore inspiring
projects and exchange with local actors on challenges, opportunities, and
shared approaches adopted in each country. A training methodology with
specific modules will also be developed and tested in the five participating
countries.

Rural areas, essential for our food

“Back to the Land” will conclude in 2027 with a major European meeting in
Lyon, where a publication on the work carried out will be presented and the
creation of a European network of organizations, operators, and local
stakeholders involved in back-to-the-land movements and the vitality of
rural areas will be announced.

Rural areas in the European Union cover 44.6% of the continent’s territory (in
Italy, inner areas represent 58.8%) with 20.8% of the population (in Italy,
22.5%).

According to the European Rural Pact, rural areas are now essential because
they produce our food, safeguard natural and cultural heritage, and play a
key role in the green and digital transition. However, the right tools are
needed so that these rural communities can fully seize future opportunities
and address the challenges of depopulation.
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